Bilateral infectious keratitis after implantation of intrastromal corneal ring segments.
To report the development of bilateral infectious keratitis after implantation of intrastromal corneal ring segments (ICRSs). Retrospective case report. A 20-year-old woman presented with photophobia, decreased vision, and pain 11 days after uncomplicated implantation of ICRSs for keratoconus in both eyes. Bilateral corneal stromal infiltrates were noted at the site of ICRSs implantation. The patient was started on frequent topical fortified antibiotics in both eyes. Despite aggressive medical management, stromal infiltrates progressed, necessitating removal of ICRSs from both corneas to control infectious keratitis and melting of cornea. Retrospective case report of a 20-year-old woman who developed bilateral severe infectious keratitis 11 days after uncomplicated implantation of ICRSs for keratoconus. Cultures obtained at the time of initial presentation yielded Streptococcus viridans. Patient responded well to the treatment and was left with stromal scars in both corneas. Although rare, simultaneous implantation of ICRSs may carry a risk of severe bilateral infectious keratitis. Early recognition of infection, aggressive treatment with antibiotics, and, in some cases, removal of ICRSs may be necessary to prevent serious sight-threatening complication of this refractive procedure.